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EDITORIAL: 'Where does science fit in?' 
•••• • • ••• 

One of the topics currently being aired with great vigour in editorials lS 
the involvement,or otherwise,of scientists in ufologyaThe decidely conser-' 
vative attitude of many o'f this profession has led to the creation of the 
British UEO Documentation Centre (see N ... U.N.July 76)���This organisation is 
trying,quite laudibly,to emulate Dr.Allen Hyneks Center For UFO Studies-in 
the USA,Recently NUFON passed a vote of support-for the aims of this centre 
-though not without dissent (see Page 3).However,we should not get carried 
away with this.It is one thing supporting ideals,and it is another actually 
putting them into practice. 
I think we all would agree that it IS important to get scientists more int-­
erested in UFOs.Wherever the ultimate answer may lie,be it physical,psycho·· 
logical,either or both,then it HAS scientific ramifications.�s amateursnand 
mostly non-scientists,we are POSSIBLY (a�d I stress that word) limited in 
what we can do.However,ufology is a complex subject in its own. right and a 
scientist,r.o matter how s�illed,will .almost certainly not be a ufologistoSo 
there are things we can. do that they cannot,and �robably-vfuce-versaoAs 'the 
Secretary of NUFON,coming tnto contact with many groups and individuals�I 
see it my responsibility to point out wh�t appears to be the biggest fear 
that is putting some people off the BUDC schemeoThis is that it will be 
ultimately divisive,and will set scientists. up as a breed apart0This fear 
was enhanced by the manner in whi�h the amateurs 'were _ignored in the initial 
stages and presented with a 'fait acompli' by the BUDCoThi9 was clearly wrong 
although I recognise some of the reasons for it. 
The BUDC is causin� several peculiar reactions amongst the amateurscin some 
circles it causes evasion (ignore it and it Ji1).1 go away), with many it .SJ?ells 
confusion (because no clear policy statements are-being made),but With a feN 
it causes disquiet.These latter are the ones who see the importance ANP the. 
dangers.I believe we do NOT want to· to 'go away' .Most people seem to ____ feel it. 
is a 'good 'idea'.The worry stems from the manner in which it is preogressing" 
I would like to propose that we allow ourselves a breathing spaceei feel that 
we need a UFO centre deyeloped along the lines of a scientific .. insti tute,and­
that we do have the capapili ties to do thisoTrp_� enough there"- ARE 'no -proff ..... 
essional ufologists, but there are professionalised_ amateurs(' These SHOtHifT ha¥8 
a meeting &round with professional scientists,whilst at the s<-!-me time th�. 
ufo or�anisations should continueilwo·rking towards a clear improvement iii .the.' 
quality of raw data fed into the centreoThat would be their taskuThat of the 
centre would be to try to work with it,feed back more speqific requirements 
to the investigators and,possibly more importa.ntly�to publish. the Q�.s� 'o"f it 
scientifically, We should realise that only scientists can do- this.r:rE:ven Flying 
Saucer Review (which I consider an absoluteiy vi tal �ontrioot:or. and the epi t�· 
omy of ppofessionalised amateur urology) suffers the burden of needin� to ; 
survive,as the clinging to their outmoded title suggests�The i�volvement of 
amateurs in the centre should be based on democratic election by tl)eir fellOH3 
based inturm upon PROVEN performance. in �cientific .ufologyo 
I do not propose that the BUDC. should wind_ up,.but- I do propose tha� a. working 
party be set up IMMEDIA�ELY,�ith repres__entat;i.ve� ·of all those who <?Ome. �nder 
the term 'professionalised ·amateurs', Some. del_eg�tion would. be need-ed but the 
party could prepare a detailed set.:·of. qo�ument-ed proposals, in say six months 
time,for consideration by us- all.Then -we - co�ld se·e where we standoThen� 
perhaps,we can make it work properl�., �·- ';_,JENNYHANDLES 

Contributers this month: BUFORA EDINBURGH, IRlSH UFO RESgAHCH CENTRE, MUFORh� 
NUFOIS, I,a.� Cresswellr Bryan Hartley, Philip �u�son 
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NUFON:: The Northern UFO Networa is a communication and liaison medium for 
independant orga:nisa·tions and. researcher.s in Northern Britain::� The 
Northern UFO News is a monthly forum for their n�w·;�v·i'ew.s ·and.' 'ideas 
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EDITORaa Jenny Handles 23 Sunningdale Drive,Irlam,'Greater Manchester M·�c- 6NJ 
* * * * * * * * * ·* * * * * 

GROUP STATUS 
At the NUFON Representatives meeting in Octobe� a_motion was passed concerning 
AFFILIATION and ASSOCIATION status to the network�All groups were asked to 
notify of their intention. The following have notified that they wi.sh tc. be an 
ASSOCIA'IE group of NUFON (under the terms :as previous;y noted - see November 
issue).Ther.e are 12 other participant groups.If they do not notify to the 
contrary by January 1st 1977 it will be assumed that they wish to be AFFILIA�S 
only.A complete list of ASSOCIATES and AFFILIATES wtll be included next month. 
ASSOCIATE GROUPS a BUFORA YORKSHIRE, MUFORA (I'1anchester), NUFOIS (Notti·ngham) � 

UFOSIS (West Midlands),· WUFOS (Merseyside) 
* * * * * * * * * * *' * ' * * * * * 

NEWS: I 

NBz PlEASE NOTE THAT YOUR EDITOR EXPECTS TO BE IN HOSRITAL FROM DECEMBER 8th 
FOR MOST OF DECEMBER . I MAKE APPOLOGIES NOW FOR THE lACK OF NORHAL COMMUNICATION 
WITH THI S NEWSLETTER AND FOR THE NEXT FEW WEEKS.HOPEFUI:iLY; THE JANUARY 1977 .· 

ISSUE WILL NOT BE DELAYED,BUT PLEASE UNDERSTAND IF IT  IS.TO ASSI�T �lliTTERS 
WOULD YOU PLEASE WRITE NUN ON THE . OUTSIDE OF ANY ENVELOPPE S�NT. CONTAINING 
REPORTS OR MATERIAL FORtTHE NEWSLETTER.THESE SHOULD STILL BE SENT TO �HE

.
EDITOR 

, 
· .. I .. . 

ANY URG�NT �LEPHO�E �ESSAGES SHOULD GO TO EITHER PETER WARRINGTON ( 061··-22 6 -· 

6712) OR
, 

�EVOR WHITAKER ( 042 2-67047). "DURING DECEMBER o 
·: 

11 On JANUARY 8th 1977 at the .Houldsworth Hall,Deansgate�ce:ntTal Manchester 
(2pm until approximately 6pm)·BUFORA are holding their first regional seminar 
The_ objective is- ·to discuss the role of the local ufo group,and how· it can best 
fit in with national polmcies.In principle it will provide opportuni�y for you 
to raise grievances,prob�ems and id�as· direct ��th �he BUFORA committee and in 
view of the oft' heard criticisn1s of this org�riisati.on,particularly from 
northern ufologists,I would hope that you will take this opportunityoif anyone 
would like to. present_ a short pap�r (maximum length 10 MINUTES) please submit 
a copy to the' editor by DECEMBER 25th (watch .·the- Christmas post) oPlease do NOT 
stray from the objective of the meetingoit. would· be advantageous if you would-­
mark JAN 8-o� the outside of the envelope.A small adm�ssion �ee will be chargedo 
a &  I have been asked to·give information on the· cards which are being used to 
compile -data fo� N-CAT (the North England catalogue) a Tho.se wi-sl\fng to research 
local newspaper fileB'or transmit group files (not preyiously submitted to 
NUFON)for this project should note that a small postcard for eaah case containmng 
a- DATE, TIME , LOCATION (with new county),OBJECT SHAPE,COLOPfl,ESTIW.�rED HEIGHT� 
DIRECTION ,DURATION , NUMBER OF WIDTNESSES plus. any special features is all that is 
required.(Please include ALL reference sources on the rever$e of the card �· eg 
newspapers,local group publications etc) � NUFON i� �l.so cooperating with HU_r:IQ�T 
(the htimanoids''.c�talogue being prepared by the Center for UFO Studies) oAny_ 

. 

possibly obscure entity sightings which you might -be .. aware of please ri�tifyo 
As always,�ul} credit to grbups and investigators will� 9e given if notified� 

a :  It is understood that a ·BUFORA branch in Edinburgh is being .set u::g_·by 
Peter 11111 (former committee member of WATSUP,�he Southern groupJ'oMore-·new� 
when t�· hand.This will replaqe the erstwhile Edinburgh University society� 

:a I should like to point o.ut that the DECE MBER 1976 issD:e of roFFICIAL u·r:o�:,-·. 
contains an article ''by myself on Ufology in Great Britain e The photog::ca ph or· 
an object taken from an aircraft over the Midlands was N�. included with my 
permission and is known to be a reflection of the a�rcrafts ·tailplaneoTh�s 
fact will be strongly pointed out to the editoroTwo ·people have written tq}�e 
requesting correspondance with British ufologists ·- any ··offers? · ·  ' . , 

Diana Covej 9230 Independance Blvd�: Apt 52 2t� Parma Heights, OHI0·44130. \age 3'!-) 
Paul Zvicus 432 - 85th st, Brooklyn, New York NY 112 20 (youngster) . 

. 

11 The next NUFON meeting will be in BIRMINGHAM (probably S�turday,FebruarJr 
12th 1977) 

'2 '· 



NEWS Conta •• 

J s Derek James of UFORA S�AFFS has asked me t�. ,Po.�.�� .0.�� <� "ye_cy g�11e�Ql4�. · . . , 
service that they are will1ng to offer UFO groups who do not·have ·their·own 
forms. They are willing to supply· dopies of the ·-new forms developed by BUFORAe 

.Write to Derek at 7 Queen Street, · Po:r-thill
,
,·: ·staf�s ·sT_ 5 8 QJ 

1 1  The process ocf setting up th� r\eJ'�rE?n.c.e library .of UK and Foreign publicCl,tions 
is proving a_, complex ; .. task,owing. ·�:o .. the co;l.lat,ion of mateeial from so many-: sources 
and the indexing of. J.tt.lt is antici�ted that ,the UK section will ·be operable 
early in the New Year,and the Overseas section is not completely together yeto 
So far we ha ye copies of publJ:catipn�. �r�m. _USA.,Au�"t;t�ali.a,New Zealand, Scandinavia� 
France,B�lgium,Holland,Germany ,I�?-Y�fhi,ssia�Jaipan ·a�d Argentina. Books· will 

· 

a];.so be 1nc�uded .1·n the ·UK section .. ,The library will be operated as a RESEARCH 
REFERENCE (.!l£i a g�ne�al lending s�rv;ice) but will be. available. to all if ,·.they 
not�fy in t:n'iting the r�ason £:qr. the:t� ·requirement of specific informationoAt 
�_rse:pt_·:_administrative and postal cq�ts of between 10 and 20p (obvi�:msly .. more 

'l .. f.or bOo_Iq;) ar� ennsaged per i wm,,Jt; complete .index will be published as s.oon as 
· .. ;- .po.ssibl��A�yo:rie who has somethi.rw; to contribute. should contact Jenny Handles (UK 

if
!?t

�I�� 
Bryan Hartley ( overS�a&J (23 Hastings Rd, Thornton-Le-Fy lde ,Lanes) 

NUEO;f� 11o;t.d ·m���ti
.
ngs at their H�

. 
·:·:(o/i

.
·3 Mea�?w t �ne , Not

.
tinghain) �nd all are 

welcome�_Fqrf#comin� programme ( w� �lt ��e top1c to . .-be presented) 1ss , 
JANUARY' '(Map reading· & basic trj,ii:ngulation) ,FEBRUARY ,-(Aircraft lights) ,MiillCH 
(fil'i4ing you±' way around the he�vezi?). Meetings ·P�'re on the" last TueSday .. ·in a mo;.;2-
MU-F�. is h<?l<iing.:an open meeting a(.�the\GPO cl\1�,-Quay ·St,Manchester ·on 
December' -7�� ·a�; 8pm.Anyone wel<?o� .. �·._:rhere will be .�n open meeting here �ach month� 
In addition DIGAP continue to hold ppBn meetings.on the second Friday�each . 
month at the Friends. Meeting Ho�se)Ceht'!a:lF Manchester. · 

* * * * * * * .. ��·;. * . * ... : *· * * * * * * * * -� 
IMPORTANT NariCE . · 

. ,.-· .. ·. r . 
;.·t-.J'{' •. , . 

. 
The Nottinghq.� u�p-:Inve��1�� �

-
�oil .·�ci.ety ,have asked i i to be pointed out that 

they are OPPOSED ·:.;to the s�etural basis of the British UFO Documentation 
. /1". • (· . •  Centre and do BQ!,w�sh· to ·cooperate. 

' I ' • ,  

In response to queries from several groups i.t should be pointed out that the. 
NUFON resolution which was_unanimously accepted on October 23 was in support 
of the AIMS AND IDE4ALS �of tlle ,BUDC.1It was N OT  a ·.unilg.teral vote of support for 
the presently constituted organisat�on.Any�her group which wishes to make 
clear their non-support (or vi�e-versa) of the present BUDC may do· so� 

' · - . 

'-� T .= • * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

UFOCAT.t A UNIQUE TOOL .FOR .UFO RESEARCH 
The abOve is the .. tj. tle of 

· .. 
a.n a�t

·
l�le recei �ed from. Fred Merri t of the Center .� 

�0· Stlidies.It is tOo long ·to 'inc_lude in full, but some relevarit·-�x.tracts are. 
her.eby- noted.The fui1 article i:s in the current issue of the C�FOS Bulletinc_-.� 

.... �fP�T i� a_ computer file·,.�f ��-me. 7.Q.,5P9 re��rts of Unidentified flying objec_tsc 
-.,:1:.- .. ::· '· ... ' P;rJDavid Saunders -began buildi·p.g UFOCAT. in �967 ,and donated it to CUFOS in 1975o 
'.':-fi. -c. , J��ch. entry is a ·:r-ecord of salient fea ture:s o;f a report of an individual ufo 

<2ev�nt,citing source.UFOCAT is being. usedi to make statistical studies of UFO 
: ::i:·.· .. :t:::: repo�te,·such as Saunders 'Ext�insic factor-s. in ufo-rePQ�ting' (Americ�n Institute 

.-srf Aeronautics and AstronautiO's;paper 75-43) .:UFOCA7' . �s  ·also bei�g ��S.�d. to .·1• 
· 

· ;:'.·:�: provide catalogues of reports of' particul?-r interest. to specialists· 'at �ominal 
·::-;;,--_;·, .:,cqs�.such catalogu,es selectj.yely,.�·list repprts by such factors ��:·geographical!' 

� .. :'J type of report ( eg occupant,abd.uq't,ion) ,date of report ( eg year .�or month) ,special 
--:1 :. ·.:i· re1Prt features ( eg traces or E/M �ffect.s) .Even· such factors as reports from . 

··:· .�f.:�_;-;. air,craft or military personnel.Tbe :possible combinations are as broad as the 
users request and.�he extent tq whioh-�ach factor is coded in the fileo 

·· ·:J tv :. ·Approximately 22% of reports are European,and this is increasing since N UF:ON 
; r-: �· · and BUFORA now transfer material to the_ catalogue (in addition to CONq'ACT U�OJ 

. :, 

.L -; ),.·;·We have a ·copy of the code book and reports are now being transfer.ed from ?-}:l 
past c?,�es so th�t in essence you .will (by approximately Swruner 1977) have·: ·.­
access· t;()'·1a> computer catalogue of· all NUFON reports (plus other cases}c .' .· .. 

. . . .-

... �'i· . Use_ of UFOOAT is encouraged from those whose interest is scientific and who wil� 
�·= -��-:-. in, .t\irn make· .their findings freely q.vailable.If you mention that you are 

: :rH. e�:ss.oc.j.c;t te.d l!li th NUFON and will prrblish results this way. your re9. �·�·� t ·will 
almost-certainly be acce,pt�d.Cq�t 'is app�oximat�ly £10-£15 per l."��P.out,but this 
is a worthwhile cost in :'V:tew of·'the versatility .Qf the service an<;!:. especially 
when all UK material is transfered over. to i to INQU,IRIES TO: - ... Dr.,�D.R.Saunders 
924 Chicago Avenue,Evanston,I'llinois, ?60202 USA · 

'3' 



NORTHERN IRELAND REPORT PART 2 , . . 
•••••••• �.i • •• �.i ••• ••• � • •••• •• 

. � ��. .
. ··� 

.... � .. .. 

_, 'h• .... ··--..::.:.� 

The Irish mFO H�search Centre &I'eceived ari extraordinary report in the forrh:of 
an unsigned,an9hymous letter.There does not appear any way to follow it through 
and· it is qu� te possible it is a complete hoax • .It tells an incredi bl� �ie·· which is npt .�i�hout· discrepancies.The full. letter is included. in the sp�6ial 
supplement th�y produced for their JULY: ·76�- issue Of IRIBH UF.Cf NEWS. (�hich: is 
available :.on special subsc.��ption from th�m of 50p for two issues) ·�A. ·iSUIJlilk'lry of the report is as followsa . ·.· . · :·, . . -- . . ·-
It concerns· an old man, who a·f Cbris�ma.s. 19�5- supposedly went to visit a dying 
uncle on a small island:off the ,West coast. of Ireland.Unfortunately he had 
already died and he consequently walked through deserted·fields towards the 
shore to wait for.the boat to return· him to the mainland.(He did so despite 
claiming that there was a blizzard and � g�le)�Suddenly a flash was sighted 
out at· sea.It flas}jed a- second time· but. s}.?.y.�d- lit for two minutes. Then an 
object with a square underside and a siJ,.vecy ���me,surrounded by purple lights� 
shot from the sky onto the sea.It rested }1ere�!Jlqking a whirring like a··drill, 
and then rose· before descending slowly into the· 'fields.The wi trtess hid behind 
some bushes �nd. watched the huge obje9tr_(i�.P�d crushed two cattle underneath 
who �J>parantly h?--d. no:t � .away:). The dome ;.sl?-"9:. ·upwards and t�o .. figures with 

' .. ·squarish legs and out of--pr-oportion bod��-s;w�a:clng'.J:grey-blaq� rubb�r:-.. suits 
· 1' got out.One *alked .tQ .tn� bearby shore OUT .QNT.O'THE WATER<� placed-.a� large 

'plllal like. object' · there.-.A farmers dog_._ :t,hen caine onto ·the· seene. ��,inge 
Thinking it was one of the cattle ·a� reclc.Jray was fired at i t,and burnt�-i1t right 
through. Then the( dbg arri v.ed and a box_., with lights- and antennae w�f3 . pointed at 
it.Hypnotised,apparantly;it walked· into,the .box and was put on. boa���Then 
they directed a huge scanner at the sky and 'five or six objec'ts flew�� :_by over ... 
head �nd disappeared.A:�l;>eam of light was directed around the area.:rm�nd the 
landecf cralfrt.One· of the beings heads Sl-f_ivelled round,�ithout the·· body moving, 
360 degrees to follow it! Then a ga�· ��:V�lo;ped: �he cra:ft::-arid--the�- b�:�s returned 
to i t.They floated upwards into �t .. '�agfcally' .on�. ·be_i!le?; ·.·sa.w-,th� crpuched 
form of the wi trte'Ss,raised his hands to· the·· sky:_ and.l-raved.The.-�:wi tness ran 
away and �porter� the incident to the- fal:'lll�r who told·. him nBverr_.j:,o mention it 
as ·he -would.-:hfi,ve his life ruined.Apparantly_ he: often founq his field yellow 

_. - - in a ·mor�ng,and his anfmals mutilated. Hundreds :of dead �-i.sh -,turned up in the 
sea and the water ·was discoloured.He sal;f _, lights•· often · too.After ·such landings 
two radios' were de-transistorised· .. ( th_e t;r��s�-�tor was not i.rtve-ntea .until 1948!) 

/ . : . . 

Either that is one of the most fantastic hoaxes evei· or 'it ·is .. i;L ·fl\bst important 
caseei would not like to say which,but in the .absence of being able to follow 

·it thr-ough (and one can understand---wfly_·: . 
..the_,witness would keep quiet if it were 

-true )than · we must conclude that ·it is_�- n;;n-..::--�nt.. .A.ny_. COJJ¥1lents7 
.J.'. Om now to another potentially very .import�nt case . which IS .. �-�r:ft�able • 

... It concerns two members of the Bri.tisii· Antartica Survey,who on . May 22 1966 
wer·e stationed near Mount Gundrey ,Adelaide Island.Early in· t�� ···morning 

.... they saw strange dense cloud in the;sou.th.It was rising vertically at a 
.:J;· ·speed of about ten feet per second•It was at altitude 500 - 800 feet,elevation 

�-.0 -.;.. 15 degrees,and was a_bout 100,fe�t-py too··feet in size.It was alternately 
expanding and contracting during obserW�tio� and emiting a low buzzing sound 
described as like 'bees'.It was(in v�ew for a total of 45 minutes before 
dissolving.At one point a thick-black ray emenated from!the cloud and struck 
the ground �t an angle of 45 deg.fees.A �econdary ray was visible at the 
point of impact at an angle of· 75 �egrees to the primary ray.At the point of 
impact on the ground-� small Sr.law·d·evi=!- (snow stvrm) was o:bservedtt- A colour 
slide of the eveht.just describ�d was taken,and this is being examined by 
BUFORAs photographic department.The incident was reported ·to yearly meteor­
ological report and ·to the US Air Force,but there w�s no follow up in either 
ca_se. 
Weather was dull,with a five knott wind.There was no thunderstorm activitye 
It has been impossible to trace one witness,who was last living in Ugandar­
but �.-.',the other witness (name on file) lives in Belfa�t _and is a school 
teacher.He was a senior meteorological officer with the survey. 

. 
. . . . "' . 

Coming back down to ·.earth with ·the m or� u .-·ual type of report we have to deal 
with two witne-sses near Ih.ibl1n.'.on June· 21 1974 (at 23.30) reported seeing two . 

···;·white bal+s (the former twfce--the�·�i�� of the full moqn,the latter much smaJJ._e.J...1 
moving slowly: across. "tr)1E:3 ·sky-_ from ._the. S�.They were in vie� five minutes and 
made no sound. . . . 

·., r- -
' • I 
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FLAP IN SOUTH WEST ENGLAND . 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• • • • 

As some of you wi ll no doubt have seen there have been odd goings on .in the South We st
.

during.mid N?verrtber .. �h;.�edia. have;of course , had a fie ld day0We. have a ser1..es  of explos1.on·s over· a wide area every'night,Just after 21aOOo They h�.�e ?een . r�cord�d and · �naly�ed , though ·-not explained . to · cia tea However, the
. 

sc1.ent1.sts haveproclaimed that they are �OT ufos.I wis� they would divulge' the1.r methodology as i t  would save .. us. a. lot of trouble wi th the many non·�UFOs we deal witp.There has .also been at least two close encounters wi th humanoids seen (pink eyed createre s�at that ) . Intermixed have bee'n electromaghetic' eff.ects and physical traces with score s of daylight observations of .. dirigible s,· c;A full report on these events , being ·inv�stigated by BUFORA,will appear in Flying Saucer Revi ew but it must be noted of.relevance to our own area that we have····, not had a thirtg. Indeed thi's i s· an· i�porta!].t negative statement because at the 
time of writing ( November 22) NUFON·has''only�·oNE rep9rt Qn r�cord for October and November together com�ared with'��IRTY at thi s  time last yea��Interesting? 
DOUBLE QUOTE OF THE.MONTHa Mrs Bowles:desc�ibed her close :encounter with a 
landed ufo , whiqh had stopped the car steering,engine and lights,on'BBCQ1 TV� 
An occupant walked across the fields �nd bent over staring in at,the car� 
She was asked 1 1) D id you g�t out of the car? 2) Do you .. ofte11 see things like 
thi s? No pr.).zes for guessing the answers, .. ". 

SIGHTING
. 

INVESTIGATIONS 
Report 6808 
•• • • • • ••••• 

Lymm,Cheshire October 8 1968 MUFORA REPORT 
� l ' 

One of MUFOR A , s inve stigators, , P�.ter Hough , has gi�en us a re.port on an i-noiden-b · · · 

which began hi s interest in UFOs . At the time he �as d'elivering newspapers at · 

07 .)0 one morning . He saw what he thought wa�{ a· mod'el aircr.:tft odught in some t • .  • 

tree s 'at an· ang�e�I t remained still for 
,;,-- . . . 

'\. .�]5:/. ��4? :t:- ;; 
C
,.. 6r f .. ... � .• .J .. .

. 4 Ji> : ·'::· �> . . 

,· a few ·sec'onds and then flew between -�wo 
trees.r't was· now clear i t  was an ''objec't i' 
'in the sky.�t di sappeared behind a tree 
and t0en reappe�red in a position some · . --
100 feet hfgher�I t then hovered for 20 
seconds , moved·: off slowly i n  a 180 degree 

. . • . semi -ci:pcle ·and �hen made. a sharp right .. . . 
angle turn before cru1.s1.ng away into' the distance .. It was in view five ndnu�e.S.c • .  ; .: 

I t  was de.scri bed as like a cross· with a row of;: lights ·or windows!' in twos� _,. 

along ·th�r eqgecit was just after th� flap of flying crosse s ·seen ·iir the south , ; �� 
west . CLASS!FICfiTION C 3 c VALUE 3 J., n: .. ·. ·:� 

- [' '' 
REPORT 7465 October 23 1974 Glasgmw BUFORA EDINBuRGH .. :'. .L . . . . . . . . . . . . . :""' 
Mrs Crawfqrd a:.±1d.. her 9,aughter 

.
( ag�d 10 at time ) observed .a.· ·sparkling white,. .:r" :· 

circular object moving norJ;hward s··qui te stlowly,It took les s  ·than p. minute ··to: ·::r .  
di sappear. ·in the murky horizon over the Clyde.A mome:nt later an aircr.a.ft H,as _ 

seen and thi s  did NOT reflect the rising sun:�II'M·s .. .we.s· ·l&te�. con-firmed. ·as �g. ·.·:'', 
a Trident goine; into ·.,Glasgow airpo�t - the· only movement.Extensi ve ·.checks · . 
were made with the weather stations and wi th Glasgow and J£dinbuxgh ·obJ3er:<ratvric·.�· '} 

A balloon. was ruled o'ut by all authoritie s ·after checking windspeeds: and athe•··-. , ; . 
factors.Investigator Sturat Campbell concludes .that the only explanation 
could be that thi s  wa s

.
ball lightrringoThe sky was clear and-the we�ther co::;.d:; 

No thundery condi tions werw known . CLASSIFICATION ·c } b VALUE 4 

REPORT 7466 December 10 1974 Annan,Scotlan� BUFORP. EDINBURG:I .. . .. .. . .. ..  
Mrs Maxwell was sat at  the bus station with her two'·year o.ld daughter�The time· 
was 15.40 and the ·weath�r was dull' and coldoLooking at· a church c lock she saw 
an object behind the spYre.At first she thought i t  was an aircraft,but s�on· 
decided that this was not possible. " " . • 

It was oval and si lvery and lit up 
__.,., ..  • �"'Qt. .. . like a tungsten lamp.It drifted. to / . •• � . •  t � ... --:� .... 

the north slowly for about 10-15 mirrs' ·-- . \ . J.;:;;;,.. _ 
( birds were a�le to overtp.ke � t ) · a�ci� · · 

· ·---._ � · � 

then turned west' shot off' two red r ..
. . 

. . 

flames and di sappe3:redjA �urther wi tnes·s , a fo:rmer mi litary man , -came ro1:1nd _th� 
corner durizi the sighting and st tested to.:the o bservationcDuring its motion 
streaks of 'red like exhaust seemed to be -coming from behindo Various check s. H::'-:: 

' . ' 

made but aircraft OO,.lloons' etc were rult�d outoThe objec{ .. was moving against-·�·'.'!.:::: 
wind ( whi ch Wa.s w�steri}/ up to 9000m) • The· conclusion reacl'le9-...:..���. that. this 
was a form of �11 lightning. CLASSIFI CATLON·C 3 b . V�LUE 4 
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��:?�!.?�t��� Various dates October 1975 Shipley ,W.Yorks IAN CRESS�ffiLL 
Ian Cresswell has received a report from� Paul Bennett. ( 1� Westfield Lane� Wrose,Shipley) concerning a seri es of observations around Br�df�rd.in �id.'··· October.It i s  hoped that �he BUFORA Yorkshire team wi ll investi �ate The most significant report appeR�s to c oncern a red 'saucer' shaped obj�ct

- �een by a group_of boys , including the writer,hovering over Wrose Hill Reservoir at 19,00 on Octobef 10th.They r�n towards ·it and when wi thin 50 yards it just VA.ni shed -into thin air.Paul' s letter says,"So far nine (UiH'Os) have been seen in the Bradford area. in 1976 and in the past five ye�rs 50 UFOs have been seen - however , 27 of �hem could be probable hoaxe s." Paul i s  apparantly a member of·CONTACT UK. 

REPORT 7663 July 21 1976 Hucknall,Notts NUFOIS REPORT . .. . ...... . 
Thi s was first notifi ed as a p�elimlnary notification card ( see August 76 
i ssue ).It i s  most intere sting as a �urther adjunct to the series-@f reports 
in the Nottingham area at thi s period · ( see November issue page 6 ).The one 
witne ss,an elderly lady,was watching bixds ·-i·h a fi eld from· her home early 
in th� morning . Over towards the hearby airfi eld she saw,an object like two 
saucers stu_ck together spiral down from a c loud-.and across the skyc:It aLso 
appeared_to �pin.It was in view approximately three minutes before movln� 
away a t ·high speed. The colour wa·s de·scri bed as light , coppery gold ( li ke 
an old wedding ring ) .The airfield reported no movements at the time�and 
Ea:st Midlands airport had no traffic in the area e The object is so far un·· 
identif�ed.REFaUFO Research Revi ew:A�tumn 1976 CLASSIFICATION c. J. c V-����-.) .. 
RE�RT 7995 JUNE/ JULY 1976 . Maccle'Sfie ld , C heshire : ·MUFORA REPORT . . . .. . .... . .  
Ms G ho lds a well quali fi ed posi'tion of: -�mployment . ohe does not t-fisp t� · 

b�·.· · · · · .. 
menti oned by name ·ur ocoupati:on.Her repprt came to the attention· of MUFOR� 
following· a radio progra�e . It occureq_ a�ter one of the hot Stimmer· �ays�at 
about �2.00,as stars were just beginning to appear . In the south east�at 
elevati on· �0 degree s a goldish shoot�ng s�r app,�ared and .flashed to the 
ground (vani shing behibd house.s ) . It was followed 'instantly1 by a similar 
mbject follo.wing the same path.This happened three times in three seoondso 
It is  possib,le that this wa s an ·unusual f,oriJl of electrical phenomenon., 1 

CLASSIFICATION B 4 c Value 2 . . 

REPORT 7696 Se ptember 9th 1976. · · Huntington,N, YORKS Phi lip Hudson . . . . . . . . . . . . 
A man,hi s wife and their seventeen_year. old daughter were witness to two 
white lights which moved· acro ss the sky E?outh rest to south east at an intervaJ.·.· 
of four minutes . They moved faster than ai�craft and disappeared into cloud� 
The local RAF base were contacted and they reported that at the times of '"T;: �-

observati on (�6.44 amd 06.48) they had · nothi-ng on rfl,dar and t.here were no 
aircraft in the vicinity.Our thanks are due,to Phi li p  Hudson ,BUFORAs �JO. _ 
for Lincolnshire,for reporting th�� cas�. CLASSIFICATION C -4 b VALUE 2. · '  · ' ·  · • 

MORE INFORMATION ON THE BARROW LIGHTBULB (Repo;rt. 
7694) :: .... � Ian Cr� sswell � � . 

• ' ••• • .•••. ' ••••••••••••.••••••.•• � ••• 0. •· • •  f . . . . ' . 
The original report comes from Post Office Enginpering inspector:, Mr� Tqomson ;f. 
and hi s wife,At . 07 .2 0  On October 6th looking through the�windbw· of their. hom.f3 
they saw a large object shaped like and .e1.9ngated light:· bulboit ·was.- ver-:/ · · -· . . 
luminous and did not appear to be reflect�rtg light.Mrs. Thomson thought .shEf 
saw it blinking. It hovered for two minut.�s· plu�,��� ��em· ;moved aw�y .sou�h.·:· . : _., , 

eastwards and di sappeared.Furthe� wi tness�s came forwctrd via the Nor�h. . - r,. ,_ 
Western Mail,RW Jordan reported it as· being l:tke a ·cro-ss eection of. � .. - �auce.r. · 

ti lted towards the observer di splaying�a bright · eflLpse of. �ight�It w�s an 
elevati on of 80 degrees.JK Devlin was ,_with a workmate at the "Barrow IPif�ineerfng . . ' . .. . . � ' ' • •t • • �  
Company when they saw. the light at §1-TI angle ove� the steelworksoAfte!'rcloc�lng., 

on at 07.27 it was sti ll there but appeared to have movedftThe sky at the. 
time was overcast . Investigati on is preceding._ . - :· • · · ,· : , . ·  " 

THE BIRMINGHAM CONFERENCE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. ·' . � • -! :. 

There i s  no intention of giving a full report�It. Yfi�"l· be ·r..eviewed in �UfORA· .
. 
·: 

JOURNAL and Flying Sauver R evi ew.However,con�ratU:latrons mlillt' b�_·g�ye:t:l! to r ,_ .: 

UFOSIS for all their hard work in organi sing it.About 130 people_ attend,ed . \O·.r 
hear a full programme of papers on many di "":erse subj�ct�e ( eg. · .plasma pheJ?-omen�, :­
sta tistic�l relati ons of reports with .. sunrise and sunset t�rmina �Qr s s :photo-. _·r�· 
graphic analysis and, of course, Ted Bloechers paper on �ntl ty repo:r::t�) 11 The .- . 
lectures will all be avai lable on the NUFON !ape library scheme in the neax 
future (probably after Christmas) and BUFO��· assure ine a;_ complete. �-�11:-�n-one � 

procedings WILL be· issued this .time., 6, ·" · · · 
····.· ·':-



DETAI LED INVESTIGATION REPORT 
THE MOSSLEY CLOSE ENCOUNTER CASE 

CASE NUMBER s 75/1 40 
AUGUST 1 975 
INTRODUCTION a 

2 0 . 00 hours 

Investigation a Jeff Porter & Peter 
Warrington ( MUFORA ) 

CLASSIFICATION & C 2 c 
Holmefirth , We st Yorks ( OS SE 073070)  

The case came to the attenti on of MUFORA following a radi � programme on 
October 22nd 1976 . !he witness rang the .studio AFTER the progranime ( he did not 
wi sh publicity )  and sp<;>ke to Jenny Randle� • . Jeff. Porter & Peter- Warrington 
interviewed hi� on October 24th , and returned ·with him to the scene of the 
incident to take photographs on October .31 st. The case has not ye t been c losed o 
THE LOCATION a 

:.' 
The incident occured in an upland moor region on the A635 , fac�ng WSW ( OS REF 
as stated ) . The area is de solate , wi th no habitation . for some . miles either 
side . To the north there arw several reservoirs . To the south east i s  the 
Holme Moss. TV transmitter. The road i s  at a height of approximately 1 400 feet 
and is surrounded on both sides by peat bog s .  Upermill ( scene of several · · 
close encounters ) i s  two mi les west.  
THE REPORT s 
The witness i s  a service enginaer , well educated and married .We shall refer to 
him solely as DJ ( which are � his ini tial s ) .DJ - was travelling alone in hi s 
mini -van from Wakefield to Mossley , where fue l�ve�. The date was si ther August 
24 or 31 ( weather condi ti ons indicate the }1 st • but checks are being made to 
try to pin thi s down with certainty) . He was familar with the road and had 
driven it on hi s outward journey some hours . before .After leaving Holmfirth 
he entered hill mi st ( not uncommon in the area ) .Vi sibi lity wa s reduced to 
no more than fifteen metre s.  , · 

At reference SE 0907 he noticed a white light by the side of the noad , up 
ahea� .As he drew closer he began to wonder if it were something in the road 
itself . It ·looked as ' big as a farmhou se � so he stopped . He turned off jhe · 
car engine_ and wound down the · window--_He could= now clearly see the object in . . 
hi s one o ' clock position· ( true bearing 2 50 degree s ) . It was about 1 00 metres 
distant and was shaped like a barrage· · balloon without fins . It was c learly · 
vi sible and seemed to create a ' tunnel '  through the mi st , although the ma±Her 
posts by the road side just a few met�e s away were almost · lost from viewo 
The object now began to move towards the witness . Thinking hi s hG�dliehts . might 
be attracting it he turned them off. When wi thin about 1 8  metres the object 
turned slightly and crossed the road , at an angle ahead - coming wi thi n  a 
di stance of 7 . 6  metres of DJ. The mar3er posts by the road side are wooden ,  
wi th dimensions 1 . 2 metre s by 1 50mm b;r 50mm . The object ro·se , whi lst in motion ,  
and cleared the se ( hovercraft fashion) at a height of no more than 2 metres 
( it appeared to be on the ground for the re st of the time ) . I t  was framed · .- . 
acro ss the road at thi s point and very accurate dimensional figure s are 

· · 

possible based upon the width of the road ( 5 .  7. metre s )  o I t  would appear that . .  _ , r; ;: . J.ii:-. 
the object was 7 . 5  metres lomg , 7 . 5  metre s wide and 4 . 5 metre s high ( front 
end ) , tapering to 6 . 0metre s wide and 3 . 6  met�e s high ( rear end ) � -SEE FIG A & B 
The overall shaDe was that of an egg with a flat base � rounded edges';and 
tapering . I t  was coloured whi te , was bright enough to leave a slight after 
image on the retina , but did not illuminate the road . beneath. I t  was -described 
as like a translucent plastic with a light INSIDE i t .  

The object now passed across the road , still maintaining a speed o f  only . 
about Jkm per hour . I t began to move down the va:J..ley side ( back on the ground 
again )  following the contours . Suddenly two white . shapes appeared out of the 
mist right on top of the c�r .�hey were sheep following the object and looking 
up at i t . One of them· .was bleating and �?"i s was the onl;y sound heard during 
the whole experience � They continued to· follow the object down the valleyo 
As the object reached the bottom of the . valley i t  turned to follow it , and 
seemed to accelerate slightly . I t  was difficult seing c learly through the 
mist ( although the valley bottom was clear ) . The object was finally lost 
as it passed behind an out�rop of rock { OS REF SE 085 065 ) at bearing 1 1 0  -
1 2 0  degrees.A s  i t  did so the witness si�hed with relief and hi s ears quite 
noticably ' popped ' . Total duration of hi s stop , was seven minutes aD J  now drove 
rapidly away , although he was slowed by the mi st and reached home some minute s 
later than would normally have been expected . 

' 7 ' 



THE OBJECT EIG A & B 

SIDE VIEW UNDERNEATH 
VIE\� 

There was only one di stingui shirlt'; mark on the objec.; t .. A black circular OO:nd !i 
about one metre in diameter on the utl<l eJ.:si de - towards the rearo  
The wi tness was obviously very anxious , Rn� afte� the 

.
object h�d gmfte he fo�nd · 

himself elutching a screwdriver ( whi ch he does not recall picking up) o He · · · 

probably did thi s :;l.S a reflex defence m�chani sm o iTI, aadi tion he felt paralysed o· . . . . 
He could move hi e:; .. _ :-,_r �uJ , but not hi s legs c He think'· this  was probably due to 
fear. One can appreciate his de sire not to have hi s n.r-tme mentioned :: He did tell 
hi s wife on arrival , but not anyone else e He said at night he found himseif· --· · 

wondering if he really saw i t  - but he is certain that he did c He has no 
explanation for what he saw at all o 
CONCLUSIONS a 

..... . . 

I t  i s  very difficult to reach a conclus.ion in thi s particular case (l it i s · 
very reminiscent of the many reports of the myst�·ry helicopter whfch have come 
in from thi s moorland area over the last few years , but there i s  no way tr�t 
thi s can have been a helicopter . I t  is probably the best reportGd case ofr&-s - ... . .  - - - · · . ·- ·  
type on record , �nd the clo se proximity · ·of the observati on makes virtuaJ.:I,)· 
all po ssible explanatimns untenab�e G One could think in terms of a hovercraft , 
though what one would be doing out thera- is  another matter , but one cannot · 
get wi thin feet of one of those on a :·de solate road and hear nothing o The fact 
that the sheep was heard i s  a ver;y signif;i cant " point . · · 

The ar· �a i tself revealed no indica t:ions of anything ur1usual , such as t.:tace s ,  
though i t  i s  being considered revisi ting the area and checking wi th the 
local landowners as to whether anything can be remembered from thi s period : 
DJ ljas provi sionr1.lly agreed to undergo hyph9si s , should a suitable. doctor bo 
found and should it be deemed useful o The time lapse in thi s instanc e may bG 
signifmsnt ( it amounts to about 50 mirrutes )  oDJ , however � ic quite cert.a:Ln 
that this was entirGly due jo the mi sty conditions and · thi s does seem a y(3ry 
likely answet. 

· 

At the present stage of investigations MUFORA classify thi s report as 
unidentiffued . 

* * * * * * . * * * * * 

NOR'l,HERN UFO NEWS a SUBSCRIPTIIDN RE11IN:QER 

* ,, * * * 

, . 

Your subscripti on to Northern UFO News runs out with thi s . i ssue if there 
is an ' x '  in the box 

· 

Subscripti on for 12 i ssues  .( January -. Dec ember 1977 ) is . £2 
Groups who wi sh to take more than one copy may c1.1J3c;k rates with the editor -
or NUFON treasurer , Peter Warrington o Those who took multiple copi es last : r  

year should note that the rate s for 1977 are unchanged o 

• 
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BUFORA INVESTIGATOR HANDBOOK £2 n 50 
' Guide to the ufo phenomenon ' (BUFORA ) ;�::p 
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